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EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR EG 

SUB J : EGYPTIAN/PALESTINIAN COMMITTEE TO COORDINATE GENEVA TALKS 
REF: CAIRO 1606 

1. AL AHRAM STORY OF FORMATION JOINT EGYPTIAN -PLO 
COMMITTEE HAS BEEN PICKED UP BY LOCAL PRESS BUT THERE 
HAS BEEN NO RPT NO REFERENCE TO IT IN PLO DAILY BULLETIN 
(WAFA) OR ANY OTHER FEDAYEEN OR PRO-FEDAYEEN PUBLICATIONS. 
FEDAYEEN LEADERS, QUERIED BY REPORTER FROM AN NAHAR, 

PLEDED COMPLETE IGNORANCE OF SUCH COMMITTEE. 

COMMENT: IT APPEARS THAT WHILE 'ARAFAT MAY WELL 
HAVE AGREED TO FORMATION SUCH COMMITTEE, HE HAS NOT 
OBTAINED AND MAY NOT EVEN HAVE TRIED OBTAIN APPROVAL 
OF OTHER MEMBERS PLO/EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. IT IS VERY 
UNLIKELY THAT OTHER MEMBERS OF EXCOM, EVEN THOSE FROM 
FATAH, WOULD AGREE TO ESTABLISHMENT SUCH COMMITTEE. 

AS WE HAVE REPORTED, ARAFAT HAS BEEN IN MINORITY POSITION 
ON QUESTIONS SUCH AS EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI DISENGAGEMENT AND 
LIFTING OF OIL EMBARGO, TO SAY NOTHING OF TROUBLE HE HAS IN 
MORE REPRESENTATIVE BODIES, WHEN IT COMES TO HIS TIGHT ALLIANCE 
WITH SADAT. UNLESS AND UNTIL SYRIA CLOSES RANKS WITH EGYPT 
ON BROAD GAMUT OF SETTLEMENT PROBLEMS, STARTING WITH 
DISENGAGEMENT, EGYPT-PLO COMMITTEE LIKELY EXIST ONLY ON 
PAPER AND SERVE MORE AS DIVISIVE FACTOR BETWEEN FEDAYEEN 
LEADERS AND EGYPTIAN AUTHORITIES (AND ARAFAT) THAN INSTRUMENT 
OF EGYPTIAN "CONTROL". 

GODLEY 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED MANAMA AND SANAA. 
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